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FROM THE EDITOR'S C HA IR 

SOl·!El~-IDIG TO LOCK FORWARD TO. i·iany of you r e,r.eober E. S. 'Iun,e r 1 s 
"Boy:3 Wi ll Be Boys", t,.at cl assic on boys ' publications which .:c.s a 
grea t s uccess soma years ago and received long revi ews i n ne·,!s9,1pers 
all over the world, indi cut i r.g the i nterest in t he subj ect . 

\'fell Hr . Turner te ll s me that a revised edition llill be pub li shed 
before lo ng. In hi s l ate st let ter he S!\Y S he is "revising Blcl:c , r e-
cas ting th e Hagnet a.n1 Gem chapt er , r e-writ i ng th e last chapt er ',o t ake 
not ic e of Eagl e, Li on and the grea t horro r comics flap and wri tir.g in 
a l ot core about B.O.P. , Jack, Sam arrl Pete , Comic Cuts , .Acci icvn Dime 
novels etc . 11 There ,-:il l also be sorte new ill ustrations . 

So I advise you t o look out for it, es pecially those ,·r.o did ' nt 
b"'t a copy before , It ir.akes abso rbing r eading I ass u:-e you , 

_TIIB Al<l'UAL. Opi ni o'13 cont in ue to ro ll in . There ' s just a li tt l e 
critici sm mre a'ld t :,er e , t co much of this or too little of t hat, tha t ' s 
inevit ~ble of cours e , but it seems certain it kept its reput at~on and 
disa ppoin ted hardly anyone, so I can get down to pr eparir .g the next one 
with a cont ented r.iind. In fa ct some of our regular cont ri but or., are 
already getting busy; the ever busy Bill Loft s is bri nging up to da te 
Authors Biographies and Pen-names, Geoff . Hockley i s s1'otting up the 
Mrumell Scott Martin De.le se ri als in ' Ch\llllS' Breeze Bentley t,'i.11 be 
1'ri ting about Lord Naul evere r ; 11ilil st I propose doing the hi sto r.r of 
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the grand old "Boys' Roall:>" Len Pac:O,,.an1s contribu ti on vill concern 
Morcove School , and I hope, the "twins" Roser J cnki~.s and Eric Faym 
,,i ll be carryini; on froc where they le ft off , 

!lot bnd 3ccing No. 10 ha.s only been out a month. A.'ld, Oh yes , 
ns u.sual th1re 21'0 a number of subs , s till to come in . Thats just a 
gentle reminder to those it concerns . 

jf, * * * •• 
ON 'l'i!I:l ICE. I have had letters froc l!o=i Praviell and Laurie 
&it~ ~llkir,e , in frieP.dly faalti.on liarr>J Brest er for some of hi s 
vim·rs in ~.is article la st nonth , and me for 1:ublishing them. They 
contend that he ban a i:erfect ri{;llt t o hi3 polit ical opinions , but 
th ~ C, D, is :,ot the pl ace for the.a. 

\lcll I don' t thir.k Jl.arry r.ieant it t hat >:ay, but I agree that it 
110\l!.d never do to get at each others th:'oa ts over politi cs so will 
atic~ to 1.hc usual topic 3 i n future . They provide plenty to argue 
uOOut, Uor.1 t they? 

Yours oinc erely , 

IIERllOO LECKF!iBY. 

S. ROSSITFJ!-SllEP'di".Jill - VE?.SATILE WRIT ZR 

by W. 0 . G. Loft s . 

Ono of the ccat poula:- and well -known fi gures in the novapaper 
11orld, rlr . S . Rossitcr-Shej'l: crd will be kno,m to wny renders of thi s 
lll.'.llf1cino fo r hie column i n f'IIE PECJ'T....E acme years "tl" , devote d to stage 
and screen . In poir,t of fact 11r, She9herd ,,,... alM ' Features ' editor 
of THE ?::r ~IZ for over 1"Jenty ye&rS. Although now scmi-ru t i red he 
still cor.t i::uco to revie w new films and I ahows I for th~t pa;,er . 

0 !ihat i o the cori.nections between thi s a.l"ld Boys I Papers?" the 
read.or ·.,ill :>&.. Par the =~•r we = t turn back t he cl ock to too 
year 1920 •• • •..• • •• 

In 1920 11Ros311 Sher.herd was a cril:e repo rt er , f eature writer and 
cri tic on the DAILY EXPHESS and SUNDAY EXPRESS, so it ·,as not surpris i ng 
that he should be invited r o write articles for the "Det ective Magazine 
Supplenent" in the UJIIO.'I J.L(:l{, en invit ation which wc.s accepted . Mr. 
Shepherd """ cl oo retoi ncd by the A. Press in an ndvi se.ry capocit-J for 
tho.t feature . I ncidentally , there are lll'll\Y collectors t oday who seek 
CO?i es of the U,J , contcining these Detect ive 1'1aeyzioo Supplanents . 

.. 
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Readers of the NELSON LEE will no doubt rerncaber the series of 

six allort stories in that ,,aper featurin g Mervyn Hume, the wizru.'1 
sleuth of the Doily Wire, Theae ,;ere writte n by rlr. S:iepherd , and 
t he opening ll!lllouneement so.id: "This is the opening sto ry of a ~:>P.d 
seriee ; t ho author himself has been a Crime Investigator of a grc::.t 
London Daily , and writes with the conviction cf personal expericncc . 11 

These stories ore to be found in the supplements containod in !:KLSO!l 
LEE ( old series) Nos, 403 to 408 (year 1923) 

As I have already st ~ted in , my article on Mr. F. G. Cook (C. Di.;;est 
Dec, 1956) , ":loss " Sher.herd wrote stories for the i!AGNET i n the 1920-
23 period , It is of course iwpossible for him to scy with ccrto.inty 
11hich stories he did write f or that paper those thirty ytars aeo, with 
out e thor ouch porsu.,'\l. of the l tAGNET for the years in question , However , 
fron t he list of titl es I showed Hr. Shepherd , ccw ,er:cing with l!o, 691 
"Sl co~,:,rs of tho Remove" (ad:ni tted as his worl<, ) the probability is 
that Ilos . 710 , 756, 741 w.d 780 were i.Titten by him , Tt,ere 11cre cf 
cours e Illa!\,' others , but the i ssues referred to are t hose which seoc: to 
1 rinc-the bell I 

.l year or two later 11Ross11 Shepherd wrote a l ong se r ies of schoo l 
stori es for 7LUCK, ,,,hich was at t hat time edited by Alfre d Edga:- w.dcr 
the controlling editorship of F. Addington Symonds. The sto ri es 
featured Buster Brown and th~ boys of Nargrave Grammar Schoo! , c:::...::~act2rs 
of bin o,m crea t ion , al'.d uere published under the pen-ruime of ' ticnc 
Nil tor. . ' Thc-J prov ed t o bo VCI"J popula r and ran fr001 i:o . 55 (10 . 11. 23) 
w1til No. 103 - the kst issue (11 .10 . 1924) Readers of t he pa;.JCr 
at that til:le knew t:1e true i dentity of the author \'€cac:se , in No, 54 
( t :1c 1:eek before t he COll?!!lence.-uent of the series) +.he editor , i n his 
Editorial, titet ci th.~.t the school stories com:nencing r.ext week uould 
be ,:ritten by S, Rossiter-Shephe rd! With the demise of PLUCK he ,;,we 
up uriting for boys ' papers , returning to newspaper t1ork for Odh..·:115 

Press . 
I f ound Rossiter-Shef,herd a delightful conversaticnist and the 

possessor of & !'lost r emarkabl e memor; for detail s concerning 11'.ll."Y \lell 
known authors of l ong ago. 

H, A. Hinton; J . N. Pentelow; ?:. Wood-&nith; G. Evar.s; 
G. H. Teed: G. R. Sanr,,ays ; H. 0 11-!ant; H. St . J . Cooper; a. Goyne; 
A...-tlrur St effens Hardy (his real 1l!!1 na:oo); Alfred Edgar (na.1 in 
llo:'.:'.ywood under the na>!le of 3arre Lyndon); Harol d Mey (editor of tho 
Nel son Lee Library) and Bob Ri t chie (editor of the Boys' Friend Library) 
are but a few writers and edi tors about whom Mr. Shepherd told me n,;:my 
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interest i~ things , for ho knew th'lll all personally . Ho also to l d 
mo hmr he arrl A. Edge.r used to huve a standing orde r for chicken and 
sause.ecs at a rcsturant off Fle et Stroot every Frid ay - "j ust l ike 
the f easts in t h0 Old I!agnct, 11 he remarked. 

Short , thick - set and :imnacul atc , with a distinguished "Foreign 
Offi ce 11 type of board, roadcrs will hav..; seen his pict ure in THE 
P!J07.cE, fran time t o ti?:;e. Mr. Shofl:lcr d in hi s college days was a 
noted ar.ta.tcur wrestl er and an oarsr.mn. He i 3 st ill a professional 
"first - nit,11tor" whoso great hobby is wine imi f ood, A recogni sed 
autho rity in the gnstr ono!Lic fiel d, he hoo lectured .i.dely on t he 
s-abject and eontrib •.1tcd many articles t o Continen tal as well as t o 
Englis h p.,blic ntio ns; curr ently, too , he i s Chaiman of the Film 
Sccti o:> of tha Critics I Circl e and an Exccuti ve Offic er of t he Circl e , 

~Ir. S. Rossiter - Shepherd i s in<iccd a writer of conei d.:.rable 
v~~:sati:i tiJ. 

l/Al:TED to ca:iplete set of S.O.Ls - lios . 9 , 16, 40 , 58, 157 and 264 
Al.sJ Boys Ftl e~.d Green ' Un - Nos. 756 and 758. 
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Conducted by J OSEP!ID"E PJ\CKllliN 

Z7, A..':Chdale Ro,.d, East Dulwich, London S.E. 22 

I regret t o sey thnt the sum t otal of my Bl akinr.a cos=s1>0ndence 
recoived since the last issuo of the C. D. is !IIL (ns nt 18 Jnr.. ) ! 
Truo, one collecto r-fri end of my husbnnd, who r ecently crune to his aid 
with sone r.apors he needed , di d pny a nice tribute to tho Bloke Circle 
Feature in the ;_,munl, but that i s all, I thi n.'<, t herefore, that I 
shoul d be perfectly f ro.n!, with you o..'ld say th at the ll'.1lterial ir. !lnnd 
for Blnld.ana is d:ulger ously low. I am of course very hnppy to conduct 
this section of t he mago.zine, but I do not lik e h.'.lvir;:; to ~.s.1< for 
artic l es , Nevert heless , if such are not forthcor.ti.ng, the aJ.tcI'J".ative 
is very obYiOU3! So, how about get ting down t o it , scrae of you real 
Blake edhusiasts? 

The etunmt S.B.L. reviews wi ll be fou."ld on anothe r f<lo"O of jhi s 
i ssue of tho mogazinc , 

I hope you enjoy part one of >lric Copeman' s nrticle "On Our 
Selection" . To ,zy :nind it i s exceeding l y well - balanced , I i;ould , 
houever , prefer t o s tart th e newcomer with a good Kestrel story in pla ce 
of Zric •s o,:n choice for selection No, 7. ( I hope Eri c will not be 
mmoyed uilcn he reads this!) 

The Urion Jack t itle s for th o f irs t six mont hs of the ycor 1919 
will ~ppc:ir in Blnkiana next month. (Tho ~ six c,or.ths 11cro 
published i n July 1956 C. D. ) I must apologise for the l oi,g delay which 
is <iuo to "-" ovorsigh t on rey port . JOSIE PllCKll.'JI 

* * * * * 
ON OUR SELEmION 

by E. v. Copeman. 
11GEi:f.rLEl'·!EN, I give you Sexton Blake! 11 

\Tell , if you were actually asked to int roduce Sexton Bl ake t o a 
st ranger , how ,,ould you go about it ? How would yoa first presen t t he 
Han from Baker Stre et to soU1ebody ,·ho had ne,•er hear d of him? Would 
you .:.-ive him a heap of Blake st ori es am let him wade th."Oajl t hem at 
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rand.an os yau did yourself in your early deys or would you make a 
specialised sel ection? 

Quite on i nteres ting probl em, i sn I t i t ? 
I ' ve thought quite a_ bit about it and !lave come to certain 

conclusions . 
Firstly , I definitely vould ' nt l e t a s tranger ceot Blcko by 

dolvi ng i nt o u miscolloncoua colle cti on of eitho r U!IIC~ J ACKS or SEXTON 
B!JJ(E LIBRiJUE:l, For , by so doing , he could caoily be dis sua ded against 
delving deeper into th e Blake Saga , f or , esh.'.lmed th ough we are to admit 
it , there~ st orie s , both in U.J . !Ind S. B. L. which would not o&ly do 
little ju.:itice to Sexton Blake but which wuld have done more service 
b"'1 they never been written ! 

So, from rcy o,m reading , I have c:ade a se l ec tion , and I crave 
forgiveness if betto r stori es have been omitted , Meybe I haven ' t yot 
rc ~l t;1eJJ m;)'solf (I ' vo read hundreds , but I'v e hundreds more oven in 
ey o,m collec ti on as yet unread) or meybe I didn't find thal> as good 
os you di<!, Dut allo-~ir,6 f or that, I do f eel t hat my selecti on will 
(live n balanced pr es entnti on of Blnk:o and ,.111, I hopo, whet t he new
comers I n.:;,pcti to for moro ! 

(J ust in paasir.g , a few years ago I introduced a non-Bloke 
frio:ld of ci.no to Blalco nnd 'i'inlror p.>r redi UD of the Anthoey P:lrs or.s 
sto ry , THOSE 011 T~ LIST - Rof . S. B. L. 3rd se ries !lo. 211 • A3 a 
result of th io , he gavo him3olf n reading tre a t and rend 47 S. B. Ls 
consocut iv oly ! Mot so b.:ld, uhon you CO:!Sidcr ho·.r mny old-ticcrs 
sock cor.:;,,latoly to di scredit the modern illak e writ ers , is i t ?) 
~ to ?1:3-O'tm scloction , I h.nvc. chosen a dozen U .J . stories and 

a doze:, fran tho S. B. L, Herc th ey aro , ~thc r rit h ey roosons for 
Cu«ll'CStine them: 
UNION JACJK 

j . TIIIKEll.'S SllCJlfil by G, H, Toed (U, J , 1149) 
A_part f ro., being t he first story in tho :ia:Jor.se ly nppoiling 

Ti~r/liirvaru:. series , this sto ry shows the humon rel at i onshi p between 
Blcl:e lUld Tinke r at it s bes t , also giving a det aile d account of 
Tinke r ' s own original backgro und (a subj ec t some of t he modern auth or s 
:.ould do woll to stur:J.y, in cidental ly ! ) Writ ten by one of th e bes t of 
c:irlior Bl ake writ ers , I foncy fow would bo abl o t o re sis t reading 
further int o the series aft er t his initial introduction . 

2 1 LORD OF THE AFE-MAN by Robert Murrey (U.J . 1206) 
Thi s otory shows Bloko in o.ction and begi ns his battle with th o 

sinister Doctor &:tira , Blnk c , Tinkor , Pedro, Coutts , tb oy ere all 
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horc - pl "" plor.ty of acti or.. The Sa tir a ser ies was published when 
tha Confederation yarns were woWld-up and wos well up to Robert 
l·lurr ey 1s ost-ib li shod standard . 

; _: T'dE CRIME DF THE CHRISTMAS TREE by Gwyn Evans (U. J . 1313) 
I rooca.ber thiP.king t his sto cy oddly - tit l ed when I firs t read 

it but I !>.ave never forgo t ten t he cr ime of t hat part i cular Christ!ns 
Treo . I wcrJJ.d of fer a Gwyn Evans Chri stmas 3t ocy t o a new rood.er 
because t hero were so many of the1> and they 11ere all so wamly wri tt er. 
ar.d vecy appe,.ling . I woul d want t he strarl€')r too , t o meet that 
jovi:ll news-hound, Splosh Page . 

4; TliE CASE OF THE SllRIVELLED MAN by E. S. Brooks (U.J . 1320) 
This stocy is recam:,ended !x?causo it is not only u 1,,ood ,w.d 

oorie :;zystery but it in t roduces Rupc,rt Waldo the Wonder 11nn (c.t t lnt 
t:ine a Peril Expert) e.nd is wri tten with Brooks ' usual f ast <>nd cruiily 
rendn ble style . The mri.f t :,ction , t oo , provides ooequnte ccht :-"3t after 
G,:yn Evans ' Llorc flowery style. 

5; IiAlITS UP, LONDO!l by Coutts Brisbane (U. J . 12<JO) 
Hore action i n this one - pl us a vivid int roducti on to Doctor 

Forr oro "t th e ti.me when ho though t he hol d London in tlr holl 0<1 of his 
hand . In tJ,is story Blake i s on the job r igh t from t he firs t line and , 
ill vie.i of the long period of years over which s t or i es of Doctor Ferr aro 
appeared, no newcomer should be al l owed not to make hi s acquai ntanc e. 

6, SUSF!:liDED FROM lX1I'Y by Gwyn Evans (u . J . 1519) 
Gwyn Evans again - and wit hout apology . I woul d ·: , nture t o 

sw;gest that this s tocy is a "must" Not only i s i t a good yarn , but 
once "88in it serves to provi de t o a new re ader the very necessary back
groWld by present i ng Inspect or George Coutts (one of t he rare occasions 
oi: ·,;Ju.ch he uas dignified by t he acq ui si t i on of a Chr istian narne! ) as a 
human bein,<; ll!ld ncrt jus t a name which represen t ed "of ficiald om" . 

7. SEXTO!l BLAKE' S SEC:lill by Lewis Jackson (D.W. !lo, 1) 
Thi3 is t!ie only Dete cti ve Weekly inclu ded i n my list , and agai n 

it i s chosen because of its backgroWld . The i ntensely -moving ntory of 
Blake ' s blac..l:sbeep brother l!i gel not only makes good readi ng but 
sup pli es mor e so l dom- publ i shed detai ls of t he Man f rom Baker St reet . 
Written by an author of such l ong st anding as Lewis J ackson , i t is my 
fe eling t hat a new r eader would .. ant t o read furt her t al es in t his grand 
se ri es . In such a wey , the y woul d hear finall y of I.eon Kes t rel and, 
i nterest if suff i ciently rous ed would lead them back t o earlier 
publ ished adventure s fea turi ng the Mast er Mummer. 

8 , THE HUl-lBER WOODYARD MYSTERY by Anthony Ske::ie (U.J • _1)_g5_) 
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No newcomer to lll ake should fail to cake the acquaintc.r.ce of such a long - 3tanding foo and fnscil:e ting personality as Zenith tile 

J.:i!-illo . I can well re1LEC1ber re ading this particular story and i t is as good an eXBL1pl e of Anthoey Slcene ' s work as a:tr;J. In it, too , Inspec t or Coutts bo shoe r plzysical stre ngth 3aves lllake ' s life as a huge stack of ':.itoer co;:,es crashing down t owards lw:I from i=ediate ly overhead . Blake and Coutts , incidentally , are both in the firs t paragraph of Chapter . 1 9, TiiE MWl'ERY 0? l·Wl<ll CRi»I by Leins Jackson ( U.J . 1269) 
Lewis Jackson again but wi~ a difference . In this ft orr is ir.troouced Lola do Guise , the Gir l of Dest i ny (o r to give her her real n==, Olga llasey1:h) , and romance is blended nicely with detective work ani act:\on . It i s tho beginning of a series of three excellent stories , with (..nrortunarcly) an unfulfilled !Jl'oci3e ot the ond (on~ 'ZI, U.J . 1 ,71). ·.rhlch read as follows : ''Thi!! meant th.>t he (Blake) and Olga Na.sieyth 

t:O! tJ t.rl.ill , oooncr or ~tc r, to be ranged D.D,inst each other . It cee.nt t•e,; t ;., Z1.10uldering e:nbor.i of revenge , :hlch he had tholJ8ht to 
~'tti~sh , h.".d lo:ipt up into a n&H and fi e rcer flllmo . " 

10. THEY S!iALL REPAY by G. H. Toed (U.J. 1378) • Thi 3 story is t ho ini tiol introduction t o &dacoisolle Roxane P=fiolc! (successor to Mdlle . Yvonne Cartier - >n"Jlt did final ly happen t o Yvonne, b°.f t ho wr-t?) on her cission of vongcanco . Plonty of action . hare , :ind , as the oorie3 developos , romsnco t oo . At t he end of this sto ry , ir.dicoti Jr, i3 givon of tho effect of this girl on tho bachelor fro,;, Baker Stro ot in tho followillj; paragraph : "Tho memory that remained with Blcloo lvni!<•st :ms that of t he ma,cnts ul:cn sho ( RoEn o) bed bin in bis e,r.::311 

11. 'f'!IE SE.VEN 3:lilS OF CYIIOS by Robert l!urr qy (u .J . 1289) 
..'J~ther &tission of vcngcnncc, thi s time by ~ can originally coru.Cllll'.cd t o death for r,1Ul'der but now nt last 3ftcr sixteen yenrs , rclo:i.::od from prison , e.nd livir<! only for rover~ on tho se uho had fslse l;r had lw:I l oclroc! "''IY. Good stuff , this , with n mnxi= quota of :•.ction ::md dr:iro . Tho Cynos sories !IS 11011 ns t ho Satirn seri es wore both dccocd vortl:;r of reprint years l:itor in lEI'ECTIVE WEEXLY, nnd each 

tcl:e3 a v::uuabl e plccc in tl'.ll Blllke &en , 
12. THE HOS,\IC rnmllY cy Gilbe r t Chester (U.J . 1334) 

This is uzy fl.rel U.J, ch.i ce , It is strai&ht r,yatcry and 
doesn ' t for.: p.'.lrt of ., series , but it is a typical OXDl!lple of th o worl< of Gil ~ rt Ches tor , who contributed a largo quot a of Blake stories over a loog per iod , swe outstandingly good , It is fascinatingly interesting and at the erd is a statemen t made by Blake himself 11hich actually puts 
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into uords his methods of deal ing with t he problem of crime . "After 
al.1 11 ho S~'s , 11i sn 1t everJ ca~e, when it ' s p...it togoth.ar, jUDt a piece 
of mosaic? A :.osaic of logical deducti on founded on t he concrete basis 
of crime." l/ell ;Alt , Gilb ert Chester! 

So c,uch for my U.J . se lec ti on. Particularly early ye= have 
been c!elibc r ately omitt ed , for despite t hei r excellence , a style t hat 
is nll "dated " might detract r ather than add to th e appeal of Saxton 
Bl o1:o to a stranger as a u:od:om personal i ty . I t i s ey own COJ!Si~lc rc d 
opini on t hat the writi.Dgs of the nuthors here li s ted aro "ngeless 11 -

even though ~very story mention ed was writte n prior to Uorld i·tp.r II 
But having whette d th e appet ite with th ese yarns , a lo(;ic::l 

L10VO i s t o try t.'lo l or.g,:;r adv~::turcs as recorded in the Sexton Bl o;:e 
Lobrary . ,;;, dozen suggestions for those will be list ed in Pert 2. 

F.nd of Part One 

* * * * * 
1!01V'S .YOUR. Jfil.:ORY? (l!o. 2) by E. V. COPrnAI, 

Bl oke hc.s lJcon in sooo tight spots in hi s tim e and t.lris fa om 
of then. It 1s c;.u.it c &11 eas y memory- t easer , so have a try and se c if 
you can co::",·~ctly pla ce t he wri t or , t he title , and t<here an1 whore it 
a:,ponrcd . Too clifficul t? lfcll re ad it for tho shcJ r t hrill of it ! 
!~ .t..£ 

11i-ir. Blclce? Hr . Blclcc! Somct hing's ciovi r.g-! Ras~ing a.ic,;,:~ tho 
fl oor! It ~fOke ?te! 11 Bilily 1 s voic e w:-:s shrill and unusually fri J~~tcncd . 

":lice , ! expect", Blake told her , fir.di:,g his torch -- but 
hcs.rll\Z 50t~ct:id ng fo r himself that vocy defi ni t ely was r.ot a n:ouzc -
nor t ho rat he had ro nlly expect ed . 

Ho cmi.ght hts bre ath . "Don' t move, !hily ! Lie dead still ! 
?fo matter tJhn.t ~~ppens - don1t move! " He had his torch now, ru'!d his 
gun. "And dor.'t shoot, oitOOr of you, Wlless I giv e the wcrd.11 he added . 

He switcmd on. A quick gasp of horr or come from Ebily - a 
curse from TirJmr 
"St eady, ovcr body!" Bl ake got out thr ough tight lips . "There' s no 
daJ'<>-cr yet . Switch on your t orc hes . Shine the light str:tlgh t ir.to 
the brut es t eyc::i. I11r. (;-Oi ng int o the roof . 11 

Four snakes \::~re movir..g s luggishly across tho stone f loo r; it 
uos t he dry r:,sping of t heir scales th at had awakened bot h E::ily end· 
th ~ detcoti vo. lll al:e roac hed up fr co hi s bed, caught the bellLl nnd 
mruni; hi,:.sclf on to i t . It was t he wor k of a fe w LJO:nents to crawl 
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along until ho was directly above &:ily 1s bed . "Stand ur, fuily" he 
t old her quite call!>Jy. "Catch 'w/1 hands EJld I ' 11 haul you up beside me." 

II.is quiet voice had th e effect he had intended . Slowl;{, tho~ 
her e']C t:cre frozon lfi th terror , Ehily got hat' kno.;s Nneath hor , rose to 
her feet , and r ,,ached blindly above her h,,od for Blake ' s hands. He caught 
he:r and lifted her up on to the be~ beside hi.'i!. 

By now, Tinker ;;as up too, and s i tting coafortab l y astride t J-., 
oth er ber.21. 11But ho-.., did they get in?" he asked t shuddering . 

11HolGs in the floor , n Blake told hln succintly . "They 've been 
dcliberctely loosed on us !" He shone his torch to where two of th e 
reptiles wero o.lroady oozing up the l ess of too be<la. 

"And they ' ro trained for t.'le j ob, too ! This is undoubt edly tho 
guc-st-cf>: .. -.:ber f or unwanted guests !" 

111:ow lo ne; :;ill tro br.itcs stay the1·c? 11 Tinker asked through 
hi n -'.:·x,th . 

111.L'ill thcy 1vc had t iTOO to do their job and are pi~d back again" 
Tir:Jm!' £;3Spad. There 's six of 'cIJ d,.am ther e now! Look, 

gt.::::1:"-:! :;o~cd cobras , at that ! Dc::dly! •• .. . .. . . 11 

;1c11, CC.."1 you place thnt story? It Is really not hard a.'f"J.d 
tt :.:n 1d n Gl.'.ll"ing clue giv en over and ovc:r again . Can you sao it? ' 

.;~ttlor :.ntl ti tlc ~i.11 be gi vcn ne>:t mor.th. In the mcs..-.,.tice, 
yt.;,,. !3lako fa.-:s , how1s your meoory? 

C~UE: Tho ~ut:1or has had a consider..1ble cutp.Jt of Bl Dko 
stories ar.d is still living . llis first Bloke story wLW publisho<l i n 
1937 .J...'1t nr:..cr t o t~~t :w! !w.d r,cvor he~ of Sexton Blak,'.;). Ho has been 
C:.vc~1 ~ sf"~citl io-rit~up in the C.D. 

A.:51,'ill TO BE PullLIS.i!ED HEX'" MONTE. 

@';"IC" t o Teaser No, 1 (Jon. 1957 C.D. ) 
]';B :·1ritor of th e s t ory w;:is GIDRGE E. ROCHESTER, and tlw title 

of tl :o Y"--"" w:.s TlB ).YS'flXI OF HONK'S ISL\JID which ap;:,cured in 
mmx:1•nr1:: 1.m:,y No. 57 i!l 1934. 

Bill 1-ofts • interview with Georce E. Rocheste r was published 
in C. D. Jlo. 1fl/ 

* * * ~ * 
A s:,::u.l pr oblm for Detective Lofts. 

T-,o ree.ders have sont :ie a copy of the llrticle by Pater Corson 
in too Daily ihll (5 . 1.1 957) cc,titled "Havo you seen Sexton Blake?" Both 
vcrs ioro diffe r quite a l ot , altho\lBh the writ er (preslllllllbly) wrote one 
art icl e for ~per, Tho quontion is: \'JFY Ti':E DIFFERENCfil 
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HA~~ILTONIANA 
Coopilod by P.. r bcr t Lt.ckenby 

Fi lo critic of the "Tribwie " condeming filrr .s which te nd to 
corrupt the yowl{; lllld t he ir"nture (20.1 .5?) makes1his ccx,:;er,t: 

"Fr1'lk Richards , in the ·~t · mid 'Ge:, ' taught , encour:,,_ed, 
~.,d ce.ured boys t o prefer docent behaviour to shoddy behaviour . 
Kipli!l6 in ' Stali:y & Co. • while over tly putting forward certai n 
comendablo st:md:i,:ds covsrtly oncour"€" d valu es vhich cri pple 31'.t:i. 
destroy" 

****** 
~ · My word , I've just been going throu;;h rey fi l e and fi nd I t1'l 
c<>ttil"~ r nt1:er lo ,.. ::ith r.iatel"ial. i,othiP,& to be 3l1ir..lod at yet , but it 
is oase,.titJJ. to h:ive e. nic e fov in he.nd, so that i f o:ie article ,io:1' t 
fit t he s;,aco :ivciloble :mother eight , So Hw:iiltoniono get do·.m to it, 
\ron't yoo? Herc's a s ttGt,7C3ti on. The stand-in uri t er s have been 1:tuch 
in the nc,:s l:ltely , but l it tle about their wor k has been wri tton . So 
1lhy not 100;.c up ccr.:c of th eir stories , read th ee , en<! StJ;/ ·.,here yo·.i 
t :U.r,ic thoy diffe r fl'IE those by the :naootro. Coocent too , on tho 
t cwpor~· ch.:" . .ractor3 they intro duced and so on. There would .:i.p:.oc.r to 
bo pl enty of xope and of course prai se whore you think praise i~ due . 

****** 
ro YOO REJ.irlIBSH? 

by Roger M, Jenkins . 
llo. 22 - C., s ilos , 1635 - 1640 - Tho Secret Pass11i:::, Serie s 

Chtlrles Eamlt on produced nothing new for the GC!il bot-.:con 1931 
end 1939, Nos. 1221 to 1624 of th :it paper being devoted entirely to 
reprints of tho o:i.rlic r stories , Tho l ast four s~rics which ho ,,rote for 
tho Gan in 1939 ere t.i.erefore of especial interest in thD.t tr.oy represen t 
his firot (:mi kst) piece of sustebed writill8 for the pt>por since the 
l ais~ in t ho ciddlo 1tll ent ios . 

Tho series in llos . 1625 t o 1634 concerned foreign tr:i vol : 
cor.soquent ly it wns not until tho Secret Paso,ao se ri es t h.::.t a r.c11 school 
so:-ics of th e old ty;,o ro-appc:i.rod, .'.lJld th o questio n that incvi t ahl y 
o.rioes is "Docs it boor corapo.rison with the bes t St . J in ' s sto d cn of 
tho previous decade? " As in so reny other nphor cs , it is difficult to 
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to i;i.vc a clear-cut :mswcr . The sheer brilliance and sparkle of the 
old tales uas <k.fini tely lacking , though there wt:rre a number of a.musing 
t ouch2s , like t ho followiilG when D1.Arcy had just been dismissed at 
cr ic ke t f'or a duck :-

11The p :ospec t looks wathah wocky r.ow, I feah : 11 said Art hur 
1.uJu.stus · sac!ly . "tlot r.r.1ch c!·=mce for you fe llow s , I am af waid . 11 

110i:1, we 111 tr; to stop one or t uo," said Blake sarcastic a lly . 
11Ynn.3, 'l:o.t h.oh ~ T-:,y )"our hardest , old chap ! 11 said. Art hur 

Att{~uatus . 11Nothin 1 like t,zyin 1 , at acy •.rut e , even if it isn ' t 
:,r.; i;ood ." 
'i'Li:; ·.r~ vi ;itago Gussy , and the r e was a lso .moth e r amusing sequ e nce on 
t he 011 hii; h lcv ol at th o er<! of th~ se ries whon l·'.r, Rat cli ffe t ook it 
upon himsel f t o i nt~ rf cro i n mtters which didn ' t conc t.rn him. 

~'he B~cr ot Pas sage lay bet ween th o cr;pt in the ruined priory and 
tl: o Fo,,rt h i''om J)il" S.'\'.,'C in tho School House . I t was Fatty Wynn who 
s tu.""Jbl cd upcr: the scc;:·ct , and i t was he who was th o star of tho series 
f cl"' tl:c one ond onl y ti ;.10 in bis c&reor . '?he School House was ra i ded 
in a fl !?.ll!\ :!!" :10st cyst erious t o every one but Figgi~ , Ker:.- and Wynn, und 
t!1ore were scvcr nl ni::u.si r.g i ncid ents concerning th o attempts t o s ol vc A 
t ho ;-~43-:;,..,1y . "':I 

Tho gene ral verdict on this series is tho r vfore not firs t c l ass , 
but novcr tJ1el c.3:3 pr o~.ising well f or the future. Unfortunat ely the 
uands of t U.c wa:.~'J ru w.i ng out . 

*** * ** 
COLLECTOR' S DIGEST TREASU!lES" Ho. 2 

Set by Eric FD.yuo. 

TI i-1 I(! IT i E I H 
!..ook at Clu e No. 1. Deci de on the ru-.swer, 
.'.lnd write the word against No. 1 in the 

s F iAj-l! V 'j' 

0 E I I IE N I 

:! E j ~ E E G 

~ i:! I R B L II 

T R I U v T I r~ 

I O IE I 1, ll y L 

second square . Mruic of f t hese same si x letters 
i n the first squ are . Do the son;c with the 
other clu i;?s . You will then have stru ck out 
36 lc,t ers in th e fi r st squ ~re . You will find 
th.at 6 l et tor s r cr.~n . These corr ectly o.rro..'1.$0d, 
spell the Tre asu re . 'i ri te the n.:i::e of the 
he o.sure on " post -card , and post it to the 
edito r. 5/ - will be awarded fo r the firs t 
correct solution !"€cei ved . If the pr ize is not 
wor, this month, th e amount will be added to t hi,t 
offered for th e so lution of next month ' s puzzle . 
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£M!fil (en ch ans wer i s a 6 l e tt ere d word ) 

1 • \/hero Mr. ~.wlc h re i gns supren:e . 

2. The Tof f . 

3. Could t his boy hnve a ho::u-t of gol d? 

4 . Gay Dog of St . Jim ' s . 

5 . Tho fi rs t of t he Famous Fi ve . 

6. Fnn:ous brot hers t o whom th e hobby O\IOS much . 

* * **** 
SO,lE QUERIES FOR l-:J,.G!IETITES 

bv George Br 001l ey 

I have just f i nis:1ed reading the 11CROCKER0 scri e~ in !~"'T.et s 
161 S t o 1625, and I wonder if you or ot her F.ami lto ni ruis J,::,v~ r.ot ic ed 
the intcrp:,lat i on of th e sto ry in Issu3 1617 . 

. is you pro babl y !mow, t ho se r i es is nbo ut Rr..~dolp.'1 Crocke r a 
di sgrac ed Old Boy of Grcyfi rar s , who set up n cobblir,g bud,oc os at t he 
ol d p.'"iors cell nco.r t he school . 

Frcnk Ric.hard 's t echni que in the ~Ti t i ng of a scric :-~ is so gocd 
trot t hough each issue i s o. sto ry in it self , ncvert h,:?less , it is nlso 
in togr :\ted into th e m.oin st ory . Yet i n this part i cular s eries Ho. 
1617 l·Looiet hDS '.l?l cxce.ading ly fi r.a yarn calle d "The Houxir.g of lfo.cke r " 
1, roull y funcy and ecr.,plet e sto ry , Yet I can fi nd no nomal di rect 
lin..1< uith tho series as .1 whole . Take the st ory out ccnpl cto , and 
the se:::io~ l'\l!l.S si:;oothly f roo No. 1616 t o 1618 . Thezvc is a very t enous 
link insof:.r as Hacker pl ays impJrt unt parts l ater on i n t he se ries , 
out a,; I scy , Fr'll'.k Richards normally makes e~ch i ssu e i nte r lock f innly , 
not loosu l y . 

Another s i gni fi cant thing I not i ced is t ha t bi ll y Bunter when ho 
di sbelieves t he Fc,T.O\ts Fi vc = g oing . skati ng roca:clal ! 
"Deep - but not deep enough f or c:e. "1 1 righ t fo r Quel ch , I dare soy! 
Ho mro.llowod that yfil"rl of yours a tmek or two ogo , about t~dng a. short 
cut by Cs•osa Keys Lrn,o ! I .-ondur wl>.<lt he would think if he !mew where 
you 1-:cro l ,:,.st i!od."1.cadey?11 

--- ·-- --- - - ---- - ---------- ·-- ---- -



"You blithering , bl a th ering, blit tc r ing blo ate r" roared Johnx,y 
Bull, "We 'vc !old you a dozen t ir.:os that ti'O woro only p.llling 
you s illy leg , going round by th ~ Throe Fishers Gate, OOc:.i.uso we know 
you were pryinc. 11 

These sentences inf er happoni~s in previ ous weeks , yat in 
tl10 precccding two is sues no such event occurs . I realize th ey rrJ.ght 
have h:ippcncd in earli er ~"'-JllOts , but it ,ms not non:i l fo r Frcnk 
Rich .':ltlz t o go outside his "frru:Je11 so to speak , n.part f rom vacy ge ncr.U. 
rc..-:io.rks . These thcccs of the previ ous two issue s arc A} The min theme 
of R.mdol;u1 Crock er ard th e :,-.ystori ous prowle r rour.d Croyf riars :ind 
.13) .Lo<.:.crs :.:tt o:.iyts t o ;>in on the Sounder the hnppcnings caus ed by t he 
pr o:-rlc,r . 

In thi s intc r ;,vln t ed i ssue nci t hcr A or B above i s r eferred 
t o. I cor.clud o tr:orcfo r e tho.t , t!lough u sto ry it sel f, it i s r.ot 
part of t ile seri es . ·,lh.'.lt intri f;Ues oe is Buntnrs reforo!lc e t o 
hllfl>in: 3S "two or thrco ;.reeks ogo" Was 11Th0 Hoaxing of Hacker" 
ori t:i!"'~lly itri tt ..;n r:.s p.:irt cf c.nothcr scr i vs ? o.nd if so i s th e ono 
st ory tho only surviving part of tho s eries? And why was it plac ed 
i?i anothe r series? Did Frank Richards "Copy" arrive l ate f or 4 
puolishi,-.;? and anot ,:er sto ry hed t o be shoved in . 

***** * 
THOSE EARLY GiliS : SOHE srRAY THO\JGlr!'S ( conti nued) 

bv E. V • .f.opem n 

lh t Gussy, Fi g,,"".i.ns , Skil:,pole (well to the fore in t hes e early 
yarn.s) , Kildo.re :rnl Fat ty Wyllll ( back vi ew onl y but eas ily recognisable 
by l:is bulk) a..""C "ll the r e . At this s t age , t oo, Harry liable i s >1ell 
t"catured , being quit e u her o i n the y.irns . I f elt quite wam-boar t ed 
~.-!1on I r co.d c.,f hir.1 sayi~ , "What Australia thiP.ks today, the British 
Eapiro thi r.lcs tor.arr ow" (s ec chapt er 5) 

Anot! 1er SiXJCial fe ature of th is issue is that on Pai;e 19 is a 
lw.J.f- !l!l,,"' ill us tration By C.H. Chap::,an, of a Greyfriars Seem , includ ed 
in tho Gili as " spcoie.l "boost" fo r the Grcyfriars yarns th en finding 
fo oti ng in tho MAG!IET. Under this part ic ul ar picture , wb.ich shows 
Doct or Locke br cakJ.ng in on an unofficial boxinc catch in th e Cloisters , 
t he capti on read: "This pictur e illustmted an exciting incid ent in 
THE ll.'JlRTI;c OF J;J"LSTRCDE in t ho splendid t ele of Groyfriars Coll ege 
conkincd in thi s week ' s M:,GNEll'. !low on Sal e . Pric e One Halfpency" 
( ~ for "the M.-.GilET yet 1 d for the GEll!) I fell I might be ri ght in 

------- ·--- --- - ------- ---- -- - ---- -
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seyi1,.; this 1·1as the fi rst ti.':10 Chap,a.'1 and Shiolds were both associate d 
with F..oilt on in the one book. 

On t he back cove,: fo. 71 in an ad for tr.e BOYS' RE:.1lli is a 
10cntion of ":, ThrilliP .g StorJ of NEL'lON IEE, DEICTIVE" and just below i t, 
anor..:; c. list of BOYS O ,ru;;im 3d CO'.:PL:.""TE LIBRiJlY yarr.s , GUl1FLEill JIM 
by Dc,-id Gvodwin. 

GE!.\ !lo. 75 (17/7/1909) featu res Bi lly Bunter ' s first visi t to 
St . Ji=.' s , the t itle of the story bei ng GtrdSY'S CUr.ST. ,~t the top of 
the cover I read : 11BILLY THE VEm'RILOQUIST Nf ST .. JDl1S11 o.nd the cover 
~ict11,:e sho11s Bunter an:! Fatty \lynn cooking a p:m of sausages over n 
study fire , with tuck al l arcun:l thee:! Thi s s tory, of co~ , w.:i-.s 
r enri r.ted ir. GE!i No. 1317 on 13/5/1933 under the title of "?.ml'l'ER NJ! 
ST: JUtl 311 Hou strange it EUSt have see:ne:i to readers who we::.:en •t aware 
that so "1llv' of the very early tales were being repr inted to find them
selves being to l d of Bu.>1ter' s firs t visit tc St . Jim' s , when, 1uring 
the intcrvenil1£l years he had appear ed i n so Cllll,Y ot her ?om Herry s t or i es ! 
Part i cularly amusing in GE'., NO. 75 i s the pi cture on Poge 9 (soneuha t 
remini scent cf oarly Cha]l'.an) uhic!i shows the Terribl e 'i'hree o.r.d 
Kar-.=o , all clnd in Etons (and s"ith ~ high and shiny t o:,;,em ! ) 
Llecting Blmter on Rylcoti.be Station . Bunter, also in Etons, actua ur 
sports ~ e.,."):i wears u morto.r board ! ( ther e is no reference tha t 
I ca.-i find to e::. ther in the sto ry I so maybe foe artist used ::fa o,m 
i r:.a....,-ir..1t ion !) 

On the back cover of No . 75 is an interesting adverti~o~1cLt of 
a "Grand Navy liumbcr 11 of the 1 d BOYS I FRIEND o.nd a II st ir ri 11e: :10w 

aeroplane scricl 11 by Stacey Bl ake called trILBUi WRIGh"T'S APPP.K?:CE11 

I could go on for hours , there is so cuch of inter,3st i ~ a 
browse like tilis , i;o 99 (1/1/1910) and l!o. 101 ( 15/1/1910) are B',)Cd 
e= r.les of early St . Jiio 1s illustrations by R. J, Mscdonald. · As ::ar 
es I know, nei the r of these stories (KIN3 OF THE Ct.S'l'LE ani TIE ST. 
Jil i 1S Ril1KERIES) were r eprinte d. I ·,onder if l'.acdonald , like Sr.iolds 
and Ch .. "\:ma,n, re alised t:1.en over t-ilat a l ong period he was to ':.>e 
ass oci ated :.o.t!i the prolific Charles Hai:iil ton ! His s tyle then la c'.ced 
the polish and finish of the years to cane a'1d most of the ch.ori:.cters 
see;sed to have ebnoroal.ly l arge heads! In these t><o issues t oo are 
in.sto.lr .cnts of the serial , BRITIA!I' S RE\'EliGE, last of the war trio by 
John Tregolli s arxl this ttne operJy acknowledged as bei ng the work of 
that Author . ("8'1in , of COiJI'se, bcir.g reprinted fro!!! the BOYS' F!'.IEilD) 

~h,ch core could bs said . Running rapidly through a far frao 
cooplote batch I see t!u:t Skirnpole •.:a.s featvred very fr aquently . 
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One story , entitled "SlaMFOLE'S DISCOVIBY" (no. 76 dated 24/7/ 1'YY9) 
r.cl " fr ont cover by S'tlields an:! possibly t ho inside sketch os t oo, 
tJ·.o;,;:j, of t hese lat ter I c:, rath er doubtful . Artists, in th ose dcys , 
ch:mged fre quently - corr.etimes weekly . But St . Jim's was :ilvays th ere . 

And even now, the cooplo te tale of "Tom Merry's Schcold cys " has 
not yet bee, . tole. . 

For thi s 110 a rc very t hankf ul . 

* ** ** * 
rorTED PERSOilALITirn . 3rd Ser ies .!lo. 

by Eric Fayne. 

GFl'ilr LODER. Loder was at Grcyfr i ars fro m th e bcg;.nning, but he was 
not fc:,'cn:rc d i:1 !.eading roles Wltil after the deperture of Carberry . 

Though it i s ::lmost certain t hat Loder has figur ed more fr e<;uently 
in t.iio Grcyfriar s sto ri es tho.fl 81'\Y ot her s eni or, it can hardl y be cloiocd 
t h~t he is o.:~i;ili.ng very outstan:ling "" a piece of charac t er work. He 
i s a comi;lcte villo.in , witil no redcroir.g fc C>tur es of any kind . Right 
f:i.-cn. the st~....-t, l.tvwcvcr , he Mn been consistently d€pictcd . 

Fro~ t iiiK~ to t icc wa saw hi!n o.t daggers drs.wn wit h Wingate , but 
he is nest ~c=orabl o for his po.rt in two outs tar.ding series . In the 
R:lrry ¥JUL."1:on versus n:::-. Quel ch se ri es of the early Thirties ho was 
rcnl::.:r t~ c~~us~ of o.11 thJ trouble; l ate r , in tho ?: out, Hco.dtmste r 
series ho cnjoyccl t ,10 full confidenc e of t he short- si ghted Prout , an:! 
ir. troc'.uccd c. novel bi.st in '1l.lo;ri.ng th e Re.novc to play a footbcll 
ootc~:, i n direct oµposi ti on tc, tho orders of the said Prcut . 

In a r ~cont television pley l ct , Leder was be~ut ifull y am 
sensitively J<lrtroycd by :,. li::ndsroc and gi.f " cd young act or, whilo 
Wi.n,g:,tc , as is the i:ey with T. V. , was r.a.'ldic'.lppod by l ooking ne.crly 
old onoUc,.Yl to 00 Loder ' s fath ~r . Thc:-c a.in I t no justice ! 

!'.Q.R EXC~~jill: 56 "GEJ:13" 19'2'7/39. 4 "POFU'"L/,RS" 19/g/20. Wi ll exchange 
for 11iU..GUE'rS11 11S.O.Ls11 (Greyfriars , St. Ji!J's , Roo:Ofocxl) 
tnU'iEl: B. ,:ORJ,E'I, 4 , D,U;ET;!OJL:£ VALE, ffiE alOOD, Narrn :GHAII. 

:iiifJ!ED: GEWS 1197, 1049, 1Cl51, 1072, 1087 and 1088 will exchange or 
b~, . ca:,y GU! and M.~l!ErS etc ., to exchar.ge . 
J. Slill.'H, 36 , LA!IGlLlli ROAD, NEWCA5'l'!E ON TYNE. 



OLD BOYS BOOK CLUB 
NORl'IDEI SEX:TIOO MmING, 12th January , 1957 

We started ,nth a pleasant surprise for Beryl Russell .'.llld Tao Porter ,:illced in having tra'lelled on :, wintry <la.y all the wcy frx, 
Cr:l.iley ::co.th. 

Business :lisposal. of Stanle y Smith t ook the ste.;e . St:,ge is tho right word for he proved to bo :, veri toble C>aSculine ~ D!-3per. 
For o. stnrt he 01'"' :, tru.k ou 'Aro too Ha'llilton sto .-:ios truo to life ' Drawing on his o"n experiences o.s a school l!lu.Bter he made out a (lOOd c:ise for the offi.mative . He gave an nmusing acc9u.'lt of a 1school for sleek= ' ,uld of o =arkab l o schoo lboy who was a i:ator divine.A. ... 
Next c::::io e "lk,:ie the P:,.pcr" gn:,e . Here we had 24 well lulOIIII popors wr:ij>ped 11it!1 just a srawl pie ce cut out to give one a clue . 
'.\:o jolly {,"Ovd efforts but then co:,ie somothing that ,:.:uL:, every 

ono ca,sp \.-itil a.d:c.irotion . 
Sto.nley produced n huge map and laid it out on the t:i blo . It w::is o::wod on tho ooo of Grc:,frit,.rs :ind di ctrict which appc,irc d ir. t;,e •r.!.tGl!Dr' just before it folded . This w:is, howovc,r, nll in 1,loi:ing coloUl'S ond in connection vi th it was o most ingenio us gcoo cnl.J.cJ. "Billy Bunter 's Postal Order" Thero is not space to dosc:"ibo it hero , but its tho oost intri(ltli.ng thir€ of its kind I have soon for n::uzy o dn,y. I hope t.'10 other Clubs will hove a ch.sr>Oc to soo it . 
Yes st ,m, it wo.s indeed yoor evening - n r:ittling good 3t:,rt to the r.o11 year . 
'.'.oid; .:coting . 9th February . It will hav~ anoth er big nttraction Broczo llontlcy 's orn.uru. tell:, this ti.Clo lln that pop.,l:,r character Lo..--d llaul cvoror . 

llorth crn Section Oorrcspondcnt . 

****** 
REPO!\';' IBO!! II. H. JlROS'l'ER - =i!ETARY !!Il)L!IND Sl'X.'l'IO!i o. n.B.C. 

ilcotiry;s hel d 17th December 1956 - 4th J ru,uazy 1957. 
T)lough 1956 has been o yenr of c-.ixed fortunes f or us we 110Wld up with e. roolly firo pro,,.-a:me for 17th Dece:,ber . Taa Porter uho has a genius for this Gort of thin& entertained us vi th a fomous Rockwood 
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Christres Classic - "The Mystery of the Prio :cy. " To all who have read 
this fire sto ry of a eyster i ous rob bery, ghostly tappings on secre t 
panels , J:im:Jy Silver and Co. , a:,,;mented by the F,mous Five fran Grey
friors and th e usual seven from st. Jim ' s, Gussy being to fol!l as us-..1al, 
will be interested to know tha t Too, got in the whole fourteen chapt ers 
and left out little th at mattered . Thi s wns followed oy a rec or :ling of 
Mr. c. H. Chapnan read.inc c f amous Greyfriors stox-, - "The reformatio n of 
Billy Bunt er . " As Frnnk Richards appara.'1tly took his t hece fl'Oljl Charles 
Dickens "Christ ens Carol" thi s fine rec ording of our pres i dents voic e 
hv.d a fe stive note . Congratulations to Jack Corbett fo r hi s h:ird work 
i n pt'Oducir,;, this eujoyab l e it elll. 
4th J=ry, 1957. I t is with r egret we haw to o.nnounce the r esignation 
of Hr. Jnck Corbett f r an the chair.:ianship . Jack will continue as a moo,ber 
of t ho Club ond as Editor of the Newsletter . A Chairmrui will be co- coted 
ea , •. u1eeting ,.ntil the A.G.fi. in lley. A pr ogr,,,:,ne has been drmm up • 
t o e;over the next f ivo months with itans by various r.:iembers covering c 
wider ~phere of old boys books th n.'1 we have hod in t he pc.st . In short, 
we .:trJ co.":!Jencing 1957 on a MN' note rurl with great expect !ltions and 
certainly ,,i th much enthusillSl!l and detennination . 

*** ** * 
NERSEYSIIE SWTIOll 

1:e,r Year ' s Par ty - Stmday 6th Jenuazy , 1957. 
The meeting opened at 4 p .i::. as arranged and a special welcome 

wa.s give n t o Mr. Bartlett and Sir .roo,erick Bowman as well !l.'l Mr. SimJ:Bon -
a fomer nen;ber - with his wife . Al.so to Mrs. Laffay ·,ho, with those 
menti oned above we do not often have the pleasure of seeing . Aft er the 
cin :1tc s were read and the financial p:)ai tion given , regre ts were expressed 
that lier bert Lec.'<:cnby ::o.nd Len Pacla:ian -...e!"O unable to be with us. 
lleverthelees , we hope the opportunity will arise for bot h these stalwarts 
to r-.alce us a visit b th e future . 

The ne,::, was also given that we shall , for vari ous r easo r.s , be 
loosing chortle,· "Waterlo o House" as our Headquarters . Don Webster is 
Ill3ki.ng other satisfactory arrange ments and a ll oocbers of the Herseyside 
Branch >rill be individually notified . Si r Federick Bowman t hen gave us a 
shcrt, but i nteres ti r.g speech giving his views on Boys Books. We cay 
not all agree with sane of biS sentiDen t s , but they ~re certainly 
very sticul.ating . 

A quiz prese r:ted b-, t h:: London Club - "!lames and NickneJr.es"waa 
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then tncltled . Thi s was ably won by George Ri:i.e;y wit h Jack 11ori;on 
second . Toa 11as now ready ord wo llll snt dow to a woll decorated end 
prnporcd tablo , when all ato and drank to tho Ml . 

A 3:,ort S!)OCch by Don Webster reviewing the Clubs activities 
wP.S Given at the end, and Jin Walsh presented a box of chocolates to 
Hrs . Webster in api=ciation of her unse lfi sh help to the club during 
the pest year . 

Fun and gumcs after tea - Dart throwir..; that would not disgrac e a 'iocnl" teac , brilliantly wn by !.r. Windsor . A pop.Iler t eac quiz 
ba.sed on cu.."Tent phrases and colours , was '<On by tho t eam i n uhich 
wri tc :i.~ wns ifl...cluded. 

UORIW! PRAG!iELL Secretnry . 

* * * * ** 
Report an the London Meeting - See paee 52. 

** * * * * * 
S .B. L. RE'IIEliS 

SILFl!T WIT!~ ( No. 375) , JOlill HlJJ:TER. 
If you can believe t!Jat a man, having found out that his wife 

had a number of l overs befo re she marrie d him , would go so for in his 
fury a,; to eJI(,= a private det ectiv~ of dubi ous reput at io n to ferret 
out tho sec "Cts of other mc.rried couples in tho villB&'I in :1hich be 
li ved in order to send each OD> a poi son -pen lette r threate:u.11 g t o 
expose their indiscretions presumably to relieve the anguish of his own 
mind and then to ccm:iit a t:JUI'dor to prevent his activities fror., becollli ng known, you migh~ like this novel . llrul blackmail for fiMnCi al s,rin bee r, the moti ve it would have been undcrstarulab le ,but for a mar, to 11ant to 
revenge himself on people who never did him 8I11f harm simply bocau.se bis wifo was not absolutely f r ank 'ri th him before thei r marriage hardly 
makes for conviction . 

The record books show that John Hunter was >lriting as far back 
as 1915, and while i t i s good to see the veteran back in the lib rary 
ai;ru.n, rc lldors 11ho recall hi s excellent 11ork fo r the Thriller in 
t.'le thirties will know that he can do much bette r than this . 

RU'ING • • . • • • ~,ODmATE 
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ll',SK OF ruRY (No, 376) ARTH\,'R MACLEAN. 

The ldlling of a negro in a music -hall and the kidnapping of a 
beby frcn its per:lC!bulat'or outside a multi ple store were col:ll'.ectine 
links i n a chain of murders nnd blacmail which sent Sexton Bl!lke 
speeding hot - fo ot to Binningham to the outer suburb of Erdin,;t on, in 
11iti.ch dist ri ct the distracted mother Ji ved . llut Rilla Kir by refused 
to allou Blake to call i n the as sis t ance of th e police because t he 
kidrop;;e>"S h2.d threa ten ed to tak e t he life of her baby should she tak e 
sue,, steps , and so he was compelled to play a lone ram. 

Ri.lle 1s husbe.r.ii, David, broth er of Spl ash Kirby , havine know
led,,--e of certain pl a.'lS which had been drawn up t o pr ovide for the at omi c 
defences of the !:. A4 T.O. countri es became the victic of a Comrmnist 
plot t o cake hiJ:! di vulge ti ,em, hence the kidnapping of hi s child to 
briJ'IG }rcesure to bear upon him . It <ras a t olJ8h as signment , but Blake 
proved e,:ual t o the demands made upon his courag e and tenacity, and his 
ultbn';e triun:1"1 Llll.ke3 a hig!tly Slltiafacto ry finale in a sto ry ::1t.ic h 
i s n, t o,:uy ba!'.g-u~ to-date , but in the power of th e tellill8 hold s 
the inte1·est o.11 tha time all the way . 

IIALTBR WEBB 

RATillG ••• • , • '8R.Y GOOD 

EXC:lli:GJ,;: ..JAG,ill.l'S 1561, 1563, 1564, 1612 , 1654 
Dso coi,:plete "SLTI1 Jili" s eries 1660 - 1675 inc . 
~ 1567, 1568, 1569 
!hQ.,k. 376 (Greyfriars) 401 (s t. Jim's) 409 (Greyfriars ) 

EXCHAHGE OR SELL \lliOLE OR PART. 
IW!Y Ail-iosr mm CONDITION. 

R. GRmrrlOOD, 63, GRIFFITHS !!!IVE, ASHl':ORE ESTATE, WEDNESFIELD, STAF>'S. 

GOOD ffiICE give n for illustr:,ted fi lm edition only of "Bones of th e 
River." Pre 1935 11Hagnots 11 and 0 Greyfri ars" 11S.O.Ls11 \oLU:TED also 
1%\GNET" llos. 14321 1684 and 1688. "l-W:IIFJTS" FOR SALE - EXCHJ\NGE. 
L.\WRENSON, 44, BL&\K HILL RO!,D, sr. HELENS, LANCS. 

~: S.O,Ls . Nos, 179 and 184 . "Outcast of Cedar Creak" and "On the 
\lcstorn Trail " Resonabl e Pric e Paid . 

J;fflD GRIFFIN, J.22), Gfu\,'ID~~ --
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T!IOSE S'!', FR.'.!'lK' S STOP.IES 
.ll.Y._ W.O.G. Lofts . 

In ey rec ent aiti.cle fcaturi~.g Fred Gordon Cook (Dec. C.D. ) I 
cade a statctocnt tiiat he had written sever al sto ri es fea tu'ti- 'lg St , Frw.ks. 
in the "i:elson Lee Librer, " i n 1921, Titis statooent was ro port cd . 
corr0ct as related t o me by Mr. Cook at the time . 

Since thi s article appea..rcd I ha·:c h3d inany l e tters froo fellow 
collecto::,:a who cll point out that E.S . Broo!cs wrote all th e s t ories in 
t his li brary . Sa,e fr.fact h.s.ve recen t ly ;;ritten to E.S. :Srookz uhc h,s 
replied tv the effect 11thv.t stori es were c o.."TJC.isi or:ed by oth er ii.U.1

.;:10r :.,; nt 
tha.t tir.1: , but were not used i n the Library; Cut were uscci. in othe r A.P. 
r,cpcrs , o . g. 11Num:;ct Library 11 and "The Boys Rea lr.111 In st~tir.:g th :ts t o 
l ir. Coo~c he star.cl:; by his or i~nal stat cme:nt which was "I was ::w!:cd b~r 
Wil lie Bach: (lJ1 : .. P. Direct or) to \lrite sevo ral stories about St . l':-,1.!tlm 
for the Librnr.,;1. 0 .:£to r 35 years one cannot expect 1".r. Cook t0 

rooembc:...' tro storic2 , as ho had writt en so many diffe rent t al ::1:... ~t th c.t 
r.ori od. 

1lr. CoO:< c.lso states "thnt he was alway::; under th~ i uprczsion 
th:-.t tho s t orlca eppcarod in tho Library, but on },eari ng of E. S. Br00!,:o 
s~tawnt ngrocs thnt t hey m y have nppcnred elsewhere . 

Juck Wood i n th o "Nel so n Lee" coluo..'1 of last ?Jonth st at o~ th~t 
"s cvenl St . Fr<lllks stori es in t he Boys' R:,alm wer e definitely no~ by 
Brooks in t hd por::.od" but I shoul d lik e t o point out t o fi:ic nd J ::ck 
tho fo ll o;;::.ng quoktioro frOll! E. S. Brooks in the J).'.lSt . 

C.D. ,lruml_!Io , 7, 195.3.· "St , Frzmk' s s t ories ir. th e Nugget l.d.bri..7 , 
by J , R. :,urtagh . 

"I fe el sur e that all these stories are by E. S. Brooi:s ar,d he 
h:il!:so lf t old r.:e in a l e tter that he wrot e ALL t he St . Fran.1<1s sto rie s 
that npr,eared in various papers . -
The Nelson Lee Column C, D, 42 , Ju."le 1950. (This was run by Ler. Packman 
oui.'<: to tho i r.disposit i on of Bob Blythe . ) 
"Eere the n , are the titles of the fi r s t 50 St , Fr enk ' s st ories ,,.,:,lished 
i n the Boys I Realm etc . , per sonally I e:.i inclined to doubt tho 
authent i cy of a m.m:tb£r of these sto ries , for they do not seeu to ~e the 
oame stan dard of \! Ork shown by Y,r. Brooks in the Nel son Lee. Howevt)r, 
he t ell s r.ie he wrot e them a.'ld he shoul d know. " 

. :.s flI' , Cook was paid about .£36 a story at that time; it seems 
re!lSor.abl c to assur,e that the A.P . published t hese storiG s ; but by 
E. S. Rrook 1s di ffer ent llhtement s I ,iould like to suggest that ~he only 
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man who could clear up this mystery i s 1he fo nner Edi tor Hr . Harold l'.ay, 
wi10 I oolieve is still alive , ( Willie Bacl, died some ticie ago. ) iJ.l 
efforts ·,, t o a,; yet have failed to trace him . , lt a l ate r date an effort 
will be !:!o.de to trace these storie s ; P.ril in conclusio n I shai d like 
to 1ha.V. the tnal'\7 readers who nave sh01·m Great int eres t in this mystery 
tnese in clude: E'rank Vol'?lon-Ls.y, Jack Wood, Jim Cook, Noman Pmgr.all , 
Bob Blyth~ and cany others . 

OLD BCYS I BOOK CLUE 
LON1JCl! SrX:TION 

To t ho home of Bl:ildana at East Dulwich c8"le t he stalwarts for 
t ee r.ii: th i.nmie.l Gen.0 r :tl Meeting . Elected tc the chru.r fo r 1957 was 
FTt.!~ Vernon-Luy, rest of t he reti..ring offic ers ·.wrc ele ct ed c.:n bloc . 
Tho r:-dring c hai.ma.n, Len ?ac..W.an, welconod his succ o3sor nnd spoke 
son:c 1..ncmu~ap nc-rCI~nrks about the st ol,;arts c.nd fri ends that o.lways 
at~ cndcd the cieot ings . 

rror.;.: Vcrnor.- Lay th an1<:cd !ri m for his remarks lllld stated tha t 
ho hoJ.cd to lh-c up to th o very hi gh stlllldard of hi s two predecesso rs 
i n tile ct,r,c:ix. 

A very full agenda, good quizzes and a vor-; fine reading by th o 
cht.ima.Yl, 11Fc.ct c.nd F2.nt nsy, 11 this was wi.a.nir:lously ~cd to be 
suta~t'tcd -tJ He:i.:~rt Leckonby for possib l e i nclusion in a future issue 
of tho 11C.D. 11 

i·~ v~-.:J full c.."ld ho.yiw nec ting thnt one always ass oci at es 
,ti t! the !'OI,ul~ · Pnc!,1.nns. It sec.:.1cd tb.c.t :,;o got tL"Ough n tr cr;;.cndous 
lot of i;ood tbi111,-s a,tl hope t o cont inua ,tl th t l:is sbtc of af fa irs at 
Kensington on Sur.dc.y, 17th F,b1t:!l ry . 

'1.1h:1s orr.:crd to our tcntil ye~ and as 'i2 i1opc, good progress 
ui t~1 our hobby . m;cLE BENJI1MIN. 

D. sr:.CZ'i, 9EECHES, 1/ICKFORD, ESSEX ur gontly requ ir es t he following : 
~ Noa. 343, 344 and 392 m,d D."lf nu.-:,bcr3 botw0cn 535 and 543. 
Bors Fri end 3d. !li b, No. 349. Picture Show !lo. 1. Pon.'\Y Popular 
(Hou serie s) lioa, 1 to 4, 8 ::re 9 

GOOD PRICES PAI ~ 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
by J;,CK WOOD 

328 Stockton Lune, York. 

* * * * * * * * 
Space is ti.eht this Mnth , so straigh t in t o DJ1oth 0r fi :,c o.rti cl o 

by Ho=n Prc..,-noll on ooo of his fa vourite t hemes. 

'mCSE mro:· UL.\R YR.RS - PilRT T'./0 

,nut ever critici""1 that could be l evell ed nt the stc rfo~ cf 
Ed11y Soorlea ;Jl'oo~ o:,c could r.cvcr uccusc tho,, of being bori n,s. There 
is no doubt i n t.'1e u', !\d of the writ er that the ,.dvcr.b. I"J ar.d Holidcy 
se ri es t IU!t appeared in th3 pc.gcs of tho Nelson Lee l i brary froi1 tir.!e 
to t ioc wor e uns,c·i,,::,:scd by any oth er wri t cr fo r such Jil:ul ar boy:, 1 

books, not C"v'On t hocc sto ri.o!3 which ore sacred to t he lov l'.:rs of Cl~ l cs 
HF.mil ton . · Titosc g1."C.:it scric.:s t hat .:lppcarod in th.J onrli vr d.:1:,s cf the 
101d P~pcr,' :-;uC:1 as the 'lild orc.do ' seri c:s - Tho ' !few lJJgl i'! 1 s..:ri vn -
c.nd tho ' Is ·iriu: ~1 sori cz will clways st o.nd out in Our i:.t..>r..:Cry . 'i'hoce 
t hc:t fol l m:~d in tiw Fir s t New Series , for exa:apl o t he 1Hort hcst ri:a.1 nr,} 
t he 'Chin.'11 sto ries ucre ec;,uclly vigoruus in s tyl e , but thay did , c.t 
lee.st to ;_,:my of us, over phy th e ]X'rt given t o &lw:ird Oswald l!c,,odf.,rt h. 
?ossiL U.y uc :1 ... •rc not so .:iwo.rc of this when wo 1..:oro o!"J.y t...,cl vc yc:-·rc 
ol d, but 1:10 m.--c certcirJ.y aware of i t now, when ue read over again 
t:103a ~torie3 . 

Such gross ifyl0r.x 1ce ar,d di spla y of bad r:-.~ .. nnen; were ir.c::CU3able 
by Jian0.fort h :i.:1 some of hi s antics in tho Chi.r.a Serie::; , and. far removed 
fro ;: tile ru.:h st:i.ndard which should be set by a public schoolboy . 
Coo]>lete i.;norance of Chic.a ' s hi sto ric custoo,s and t he worldng of its 
r..oneta_ry system arc not tjJ.r-ti5 to be l at16hed at , or i f tl!cy nre, t hen the 
~rriter 1 s se:r..nc o~ in.tr.our i s sadly lacking . 

Pe!'hal'J ve should expl ci n th3t alt hough we have qui t e an 
affect i on f or t: ,e famous Ed.tord, tr.ere wer e mav times when ..-e fouzxi 
him quite impossib l e, and he r e we can sympathise with t hose 
Ramil t or.ia.'P'!.S uho wore fed up with th e ant ic s of Bunter on far t oo rnany 
pages of t he ::,:,:;net . I t 11as wit h some relief ::md joy therefore i;hcn 
1ro re ad t.1.c first s tory ir:. "';hat adventure serie s t liat appe.r.....~d in "'.;ho 
Second lie;, Series l!o. 24 on July of 1930. The opening numoor """ 
called "Sha.'1(;!'.nl.>-d" '.'he St . Fr,ir.ks characto r thnt were t o share this 



adventure were t:eli:ion Lee, flip per, Watson , Trcgcllis Wc~t, Fenton, Browne 
a.~ Stowns , a hruld r.,ickod group for sure . 

Tho story opca.s ,ri th a description of the way the cat ire p:,rty 
= clev erly tricked by a fake phone :JCSS!l£C and ore shanghaiM on t o 
a ooat due for South America. 

Cnco abo:t.rd th ey find th cciselvos up ~.:J.inst t;o r~cals in tho 
'l"ICrsonn of Caotair. li-.ngel and his mate, t~ # C!'v.gg, m1 evi l pair of vil!&iro 
~o hnd cvor iacctl tho pa.;-cs of t he Jlcl son Lee Library , Hero is how 
Co.oto.in ::.:~1 w«S dcscrib c<l, "He ".J.:.S coJ.1:?rlcs~ , his woistcont was 
oir., rcvc~..lii'l{; a dirty shirt , grc:isy wit h tl'.~ r:i.lrks of c.o.rt..:l~ssly 
0at on fcod . ::is chin 11.:i.s tmshavcn, and clt og::.:thcr he pr0at..r.t0d an 
ur..zavoury ;,ppc.:ll"c.nce. Nelson L<:c, felt , cs he looked ut the man' s 
stubbo rn j~~; ~d evil oyct., that the chc.nccs of escape were slim ." 
Leo w:is a roili s t hovcver, am off~red the C,ipt1>in a 

0

heuvy bribe to 
rcl crd::o hir,1solf' .'.l1l:i the boys at the first port of call. Lc3 was 
stMgca·cd at the 3nswcr. The first pert cf call was t o be lfontc Video, 
nnd t h:.t uonld be in fa,.,o Nont hs time. Lee ::(·.s mndc to boar t he brunt 
of t he sc;iiotic m ture of Captain A.'lgel. Stripped to the ,:,iist 31'.d 
bmmd t o n ships y~ Lee r ecei ved the full tre'.'l.tment of a ship ' s 
flog :'ing, ciespi.tc a brave but unseccessful att c,., t by the boys t o 
rct:cuo hi..'1. Hero .._c see kc pcrhni:e i n a now light, not o.s a great 
detecti ve, but as s man badly beaten , with 1'.is strength sapped . This 
is 1:h.1.t I:roolr..s wrot0. 

",:clso:, Lee did not fully recover until two days had elapsed , 
arc cvon Len i>.is back was raw om a,;onising . After the final day Lee 
wc.c drd.·-~,pd out ar.d forced to work. Wit!"l his back lacerat ed a.rid his 
streri,Gti:1 eor.e, he "es in no condition to resist ." 

J.ee c-re,.tually re 1;ai11s his strel1/l"th mid wit however, ,md secretly 
allies flitlsclf ~;ith one decent rneober of the cre:·r, Hr. Adaii!S. Defcrc 
a :~·3Ck is up Ca~tcin Angel reveals hilr..self incapable as a captain , f or 
he bcco~1es dr,mk anci. insensible durins a heavy stom which blows up. 
Here Lee ' s powor as a born leader CCl!leS to the fore , nnd alth ough not 
a seen:.sn he brir.gs the ship into safe water by ...,orki ng in clcse co-
01:.eration ,rith :'I!'. Adarn.s with all the boys a.~d some of the crew under 
hill direct orders . 

Ca;,tain Angel, on his recovery realizes what he has done and 
trys to ,.ake peace with Lee, who unfortunately is partial l y fooled by 
th e cloak of An«ell ' s good intentions . Lee realiz es too late what the 
Captains ' intenti ons ar e . In the er.rly hours of the r:,orning he discovers 
that Angel and some of the crew arc abantlor.i~.g the ship . Let us l ook 
··------ ------ ----- ---- ---- ----
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a&&in at the actual words ''The longboat drifted off amid a chorus of 
rauo0us laughter. "Your welcome to the old tub" jeered the captai n 
"when the nerl blow comes she ' ll go under - and you haven't got a chance 
of getting awey because there's no other boat.• To crown it all Lee am 
Adams found that Ailgel had taken all t he water bar a gallon, with them 
in the longboat . Truly a gjlastly prospect for Lee and his canpanioDS. 

Fate was, however, to deal a hand in the matters. By a trick 
of chance, both the brig and th e longboat were drawn int o the vortex 
of th e Sargasso Sea where was discovered a CO!Illluni ty of lost people 
consisting of sane fifty men, wcmen and children ruled by a Captain 
Weston, knmm as tr~e "King11 

Over a pericd of years the collection of lrulks and shi pwrecks 
had, by l!lllch haro .-on: been converted into a small kingdan . To get avey 
frcm this land seemed an impossibility for the curre nt s wore too strong 
and the 1ri.Jxl.s t oo choked. The erri val of Captain Angel a.-.! his 
confederate a had increased the difficulties of the islanders, for the 
Captain had worn to make hilllself ruler of the i sland an'. to superside 
Captain Weston. Aa part of his nefarious plan he had scfaod Nipper 
and llatson and left them oat on the weed as hostages, \":hen t hey were 
lia ble to be atta cked by a species of weed l!ionster thnt were l::nown t o be 
wild in the many square miles of uninhabited weed growth . Angel uses 
this as his trump cnrd in attempting to negotiate with Lee. 

Nelson Lee has always been knDlln as a level headed ar.d cl ear 
thinking man, but once 88'lin comng face to face with Captain Angel he 
l o.sea his t anper . "Crash" "Nelson Lee was at th e end of his 
patience. His right C8Lle round and cal.18ht Captain Jul{;Cl on t!:o point of 
his chin . The man wer,t down like a ninepin , tlrudding hoevily to the floor• 
"I 'm oorry about that " s&id I.oe, once more his usual self , as they went 
up to the dock. "I 1m afraid I lost my te mper Mr. Adsms" r'ortune was 
hcw...,r s till to shine on the St . Franks Party, for llipp:,r a.-d llatson 
ljlWiagod to break loose frcm captivity and began imat secc cd an endless 
track acro:JS tho weed. Nearly exhausted by much hard waL'd.ng Nipper 
spotted a l~t flashing in the distance. Cheered on by tho beam the 
two boys strum;lod on ar.d there to their amazement found a half sulmierged 
subcnrino ccmplet r, ,,ith its Captain, Von Zirzrnens,. liis st ay ,ms bri of 
but startling , i •owards th e end of tho 'Great \for" his mm craft; had been 
drawn into tho vort ex, but for all these years ha had been Ull3llaro that 
tharo 11ere ar,y other li vi:>g persons nearby. To keep hil:lsolf sane be 

had spent all his time keeping his subnarine in good workin8 orde r. 
'i'ho rest of the stoxy follows logiC!llly fr om this, llolso n Lee, 
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tho st. Frank ' s ptU"ty and all th e island ers are g1 von th e opportunity 
for escape , Lee and two oth er tochnic :illy minded mon t ako " coo pre ssed 
course of instructi on on the working of the sul:marine and eventually 
under Zimin<!n1 s guidaooo, tm s ulenrine forces ito vay wxlc r the sea 
of weed :ind reaches th> cloar Atlantic when they llro picked up by a li ner 

To road thi s story agn.in in 1956 one realizes how li ttlo it 
hall dated , It was fro sh and vigorously vritt en , giving full scope t o 
th o personality of Loo and hio f ollow travell c1" , 

Such a well wr1 tton st ory shewed up t o great disadv ant age th o 
st . Fru."'lk•s t alcs whic h were .:i.pp€nrine at tll3 s11mc ti me - mcr o sh ort 
stories dcru.i ng in t he lll.'.lin 11it h the antics of lmndforth o.hd Y.. K. 
Parkingt on. All old Loei tes =s t havo boon csho:>cd of them ond womcr ad 
hov !>rooks could huvo ever "Written such rub"ois.~. SOQO oxploratior.s havo 
oocn gi ven uhi.ch do not gi.vo a comploto ::1.r.swcr , a..""l.d om c :.:n only o.9sur:,1c 
t he nutho r """ deliberately re se rving hi s bes t won< for t he det ective 
and ruivonturc !ltori cs . 

Salo t i::JO Wll8 to ela p80 boforo wo. were t o ro ad anoth er first 
cl oss yarn by Brooks , but i t turned up evontu.'.llly and wns t o deal with 
:,n wl.plc1'.9c.nt chc,racto r going by the nooc of Profes so r Norki. But more 
of 'tl:is i n our next c.rt i c l e .. 
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